[Cystic kidney dysplasia of variable expression--prenatal ultrasound, cytogenetic and patho-anatomic findings based on 3 case examples].
The present study reports on 3 cases of cystic renal dysplasias of Potter II type with variable characteristics and different clinical symptoms. The prenatal sonography revealed multicystically altered kidneys in the 19th to 33 rd week of gestation. Amniotic fluid cells and fetale lymphocytes were investigated to exclude possible chromosomal disorders. In case one, a unilateral cystic renal dysplasia was diagnosed by sonography in the 19th week of gestation. The chromosome analysis revealed one additional and altered chromosome 22 (partial trisomy). In case two, a bilateral cystic renal disease with oligohydramnios was distinguished in week 21 of gestation. In both cases, the pregnancies underwent artificial abortions and the stillborn infants were subjected to post mortem examinations. The patho-anatomical examinations confirmed the results of prenatal diagnoses and the classification of the cystic renal alteration as renal dysplasia of Potter II type. In case two, extrarenal malformations were found additionally. In case three, sonography revealed a unilateral multicystic kidney. In this case, there had not been any clinical symptoms in the prenatal stage, neither originating from the affected organ nor from other disorders. After delivery at predicted day a unilateral nephrectomy was performed because of space-consuming growth inside the abdominal cavity.